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Rain, state permit de 
ed to wastes discharge 

By RAETYSON 
Gazette Staff Writer 

Storage ponds a t  the former Lake Ontar- 
io Ordnance Works in Lewiston were in 
danger of overflowing when a decision was 
made to discharge 700,000 gallons of liquid 
wastes without state permits, US. Depart- 
ment of Energy officials said Monday. 

"We were in the final throes of having a 
problem because of the rains," said E.  Lea 
Beller, director of the energy department's 
technical services division. 

Meller said federal officials "were frank- 
ly surprised" when the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation said Fri- 
day that legal action would be taken 
against them a s  a result of the Nov. 11. 
discharge from the Pietcher Road site. 

"We had been ineeting with them for 
some seven months to see what kinds of 
permits were necessary," Keller said. 

DEC Regional Director John Spagnoli 
said Bechtel National Inc., caretakers of 
the Lewiston site for the federal govern- 
ment, illegally discharged the liquids into a 
ditch that empties into Lake Ontario. 

Spagnoli said the water had accumulated 
this summer during remedial construction 
work at the site, which the federal govern- 

- 

ment has used for the storage and disposal 
of radioactive materials since 1944. 

The DEC, he said, refused to grant a dis- 
charge permit until Bechtel or the energy 
department provided additional analytical 
studies for review. 

Bechtel spokesman Don DeLone said, 
"We felt we had supplied sufficient (ana- 
lytical) data to show the DEC that the wa- 
ter was clean." 

Keller said Bechtel also sampled the Iiq- 
uids every two hours during the discharge, 
concluding "that the content of that  water, 
in respect to radium and uranium and 
other heavy metals, was well within state 
and federal standards." 

"The analytical data suggested we were 
within any applicable (permit) hmits," 
Keller said. 

DeLone said company engineers also ex- 
pressed concern to the DEC that overflow- 
ing ponds would flood areas containing ra- 
dioactive materials. 

Bechtel engineers "told the state they 
were concerned the overflow could pick up 
contamination," DeLone said. 

"We had really no option but to go ahead 
and discharge," Keller said. 
DEC officials could not be reached for 1 

comment Monday. 
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